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Dear Tony, 

Lichfield & District Allotments Society - Allotment Provision 

At the September meeting of the Lichfield and District Allotments Society (LDAS) the committee 

discussed the current waiting list. It was agreed that the Society would formally approach Lichfield 

City Council to ask for additional allotment provision. Section 23(1) of The Small Holdings and 

Allotments Act 1908 provides that if allotment authorities 'are of the opinion that there is a demand 

for allotments ... in the borough, district or parish the council shall provide a sufficient number of 

allotments to persons ... resident in the borough district or parish and desiring the same.' Under 

Section 23(2), in determining demand an authority must take into consideration 'a representation in 

writing by any six registered parliamentary electors or rate payers.'1 

To summarise the current position: 

• There is significant demand for allotments in Lichfield. The LDAS waiting list has consistently

stood at about 120-130 for the last two years. Despite turnover across all sites, demand

continues to outstrip supply. A background note is at Annex A.

• As you know, following discussion with Lichfield District Council (LDC), in March 2024 we had a

preliminary discussion with Persimmon about the proposed Cricket Lane development, and we

commented on the allotment proposals for the site. We have been unable to obtain any

clarification on the timescales for the development, however, any additional allotment capacity

from it seems to be several years away. In the meantime, it seems likely that demand for

allotments in Lichfield will continue to grow.

1 httos://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Edw7 /8/36/section/23 
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